Dialoguing Cultural Differences Video Transcripts 
Below are the transcripts of the video segments used in the Dialoguing Cultural Differences activity.  You may use these transcripts to supplement the audio portion of the video clips for clear understanding of the conversation between the teacher and parent in: “Let Her Walk” and “El Gordito” from Essential Connections, Ten Keys to Culturally Sensitive Care, Child Care Video Magazine (WestEd and California Department of Education, 1993.  Used with permission).

Let Her Walk
Teacher:	When you bring your daughter in in the morning, you’re always carrying her and she’s almost 18 months, and she’s pretty heavy I imagine.  But she walks very well and I wanted to ask you about why you’re still carrying her.
Mother:	It’s hard for me to be separated from my kid for a whole day.  I want her to feel me…before I give her to you.  I mean, is there any problem with that?  I mean, it bothers you in a way?
Teacher:	No, I think that’s great.  I think that really gives her that message that you love her a lot and you want to stay with her as long as possible.  I think it would be useful for you to try and let her do things and succeed, and do things independently as well.  That’s another way for you to show your love.   She walks very well and I would like to see her practice that walking…  because, at this point, a lot of different types of physical activities are very good for her.
Mother:	Yeah…but you don’t understand.  You are talking about walking when I am going to separate from my child.  You know…you don’t know what it’s like.  I mean…do you have kids?
Teacher:  	No, I don’t.
Mother:	You don’t know what it’s like…to separate from your kid…they get lonely.  I don’t care about walking because she walks fine.


El Gordito
Teacher:	The children are enjoying him and he’s relating to them very well.  There is a problem that is bothering me a little bit that I wanted to discuss with you.  That is, I notice that you call him Gordito when you say goodbye to him and when you greet him.  And, that was bothering me.  Could you talk to me about the term Gordito?
Mother:	Gordito is a name of affection for him and all my family calls him like this.  Really, it bothers me when you say that, because for my family it’s some nice word for my child. Maybe for you in English, it sounds funny…but for us it’s OK right now.
Teacher:	Doesn’t it mean fat one?
Mother:	Yeah, but that’s what I say… in English some say “FAT”, but my Hymie’s not fat.  You see how he looks – he looks nice.  If he is called fat it’s no sound right if he is fat – it’s not right or good.  But he’s not fat and right now, for me and my family, it’s OK to call him that.
Teacher:	I guess I can understand.  I would have a hard time calling him by that name.  I guess I will continue to call him Hymie.
Mother:	If you feel that way, it’s OK, just so…you understand what I am saying.   	
 


 
